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The California Democratic Party, by and through its Executive Director, ~~~~~~~n 
K. BOWl@r, brings this complaint pursuant to 2 U.S.C. P 437g(a)(1) ~~~~~~. The 
California Democratic Party is located at 91 I-XP Street, ~ a ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ n ~ o ,  CA 95814-3116. 

I. SUMMARY 

Federal Election Commission (FEC) regulaUions requirt? a c ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ a ~ ~ ' s  ~ ~ n c ~ ~ a ~  
campaign committee to file quarterly reports and pre-election r e p ~ t - t ~  in election years, 
covering activity during that quarter. FEC regulations set time periods for each report. 
These repert periods have a clear opening date and 8 clear ~~0~~~~ date. 
3 1045(a)(l)-(iii]. The quarterly report filed on July 15, 1998, by 41ne Charles 
Congress Committee, which should cower actiwiiy from May 14 ~ ~ ~ o u ~ ~  June 38,4998, 
erroneously includes contributions received after ihe close of the ~~~~~~n~ period, June 

I 1  C.F.R. 

FEC regulations require the principal campaign ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ e e  to 
Statement of Qrganization (FEC Form 1) within 40 days after it has 
the candidate. 4 1 C.F.R. 3 102.1(a). The Charles Bels for Congress Committes 
was therefore required to register at least by January 29, 1998, 40 days after Mr. Ball 
filed his Statement of Candidacy, and as early as December 16, 4997, .SQ days after the 
date Mr. Ball should hawe filed his Statement of Candi 

i s m  by filing a 
n ~~~i~~~~~~ by 
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Committee did mot file a ~ ~ ~ e ~ ~ ~ t  of r~~~~~~~~~~ until 

regulations. &@ Exhibit A, below. 

FEC regulations require a candidate to register as a candidate, and designate a 
principal campaign committee, within 15 days of wising $5 
33 101 .I(& 100.3(a), 102.12(a),102.13(a)(2). Charles W. 
November 15, 4997, and therefore was required to file as a candidate within 15 days, 
by December 1, 1997. However, 
(FEG form 2) until January 19,1 
of FEC regulations. See Exhibit A, below. Although Mr. Ball was permitkc! under 
federal law to conduct a variety of ~ctivlties to "test the waters" to explore the feasibility 
of becoming a candidate, the fundraising activities of Mr. Ball in I997 went beyond the 
scope of "testing the waters," indicating that he had decided to become a candidate. 
During the period between November 3, 1997, and the end of that year Mr. Bell raised 
$13,250. &e Exhibit A, beIow see also I 1  C.F.R. 33 100.7($)(1), 'IQQ.8(b)(1). 

0 or MOW. &@ 11 C.F.R. 
I raised $5,000 by 

I/. FACTS & DISCUSSION 

Charles W. Ball and his campaign committee have violated the letter and the 
spirit of federal campaign law, which requires the timely and accurate reparting of 
campaign receipts and expenditures so that this information is available to the public. 
The quarterly report filed on July 15, 4998, by the Charles Ball for Congress Committee 
inaccurately reports the contributions and loans received during the period covered, 
and overstates the amounts received by approximateely 57.5%. Clearly, the purpose of 
providing the public with accurate information about the candidate and the candidate's 
campaign is not served by the errors included in this report. 

Federal campaign laws were also passed by Congress for the purpose of 
informing the public about when an individual becomes a candidate by virtue of 
receiving $5,000 or more in contributions, and about the candidate's principal campaign 
committee. Mr. Ball's delay in reporting that he had become a c ~ ~ ~ i ~ a ~ ~  under federal 
law, and his committee's subsequent delay in f ~ ~ j s ~ e ~ ~ ~ ~  by filing its ~ ~ ~ ~ e ~ e n ~  of 

ass hod become a 
candidate until 50 days after he had actually become one, and that the public had no 
official knowledge of the existence of the Charles Ball for Congress ~ o ~ ~ ~ ~ e e  until a4 
days after it had been designated by Mr. Bell as his principal campaign cosnrnitte~?, and 
1 13 days after the Statement of Organization should have been filled by the committee. 

Organization, meant that the public had no offcia1 repost that 

Ill. PRAYER FOR RELIEF 

The FEC should require the Charles Ball for Congress Cornmigee and its 
treasurer to amend the quarterly report(s) submitted on July 45, 1998, BS refled the 
actual amount of loans and contributions received by the Committee during the 



i -  
reporting period of May I 4  through June 30, 1998. The FEC $ ~ ~ M ~ ~  dao ~ ~ ~ @ ~ ~ i ~ a ~ ~  
the faifure to make required report5 when Mr. Ball actually became a ~ ~ n d ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  under 
federal law, and when Mr. Ball was required to designate his rin@iPal ~ ~ m ~ a i ~ ~  
committee. Finaliy, the FEC 5hOUld take all necessary a ~ ~ ~ ~ i o ~ a ~  actions ta make sure 
that Charles Ball and his campaign committee understand federal election laws and 
adhere to those laws. 

SENATOR ART TORRES (Ret.) 
Chairman 
California Democratic Party 

c', 
Subscribed and sworn to before me on September 4,1998. 

Patricia M. Mar, Notary Public 



According to reports Filed by the Charles 5ail for Ccngress ~~~~~~~~, these b y  
events ~ r ~ ~ g ~ r ~ ~  the following filing d ~ ~ ~ ~ i ~ ~ $ ,  which w@re n d  met by the 
candidate or the campaign committee: 

November 3, 4997 

November 5, 1997 

Novemiaer 15, 1997 

November 19, 7997 

December 1, 1997 

Deceinber2, f997 

December 3, 4997 

December 5, 1997 

December 6, 1997 

December 11, 1997 



Form I). 

I. 
April 4, 4998 Y 


